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"The chancellor must preach a sermon to the people on the
first Sundays of Advent and Lent, and at the synod he is to preach
to the clergy. He is also to assign the dates on which others are
to preach. He is to be in charge of the seal for citations (i.e. for
legal business). It is his duty, and that of the sub-chancellor, to
make a roll of the readers, to grant the licence authorising them to
read, and to hear them before the vestry office. B
"He must also keep the records of important events in the
history of the cathedral. On double feasts he is to assign the lessons
to the readers, but when the dean or any other of the four dignitaries
are appointed to read, the sub-chancellor is to see that they are
notified and also the canons, so that they may choose their own
reader.
"The sub-chancellor also has the duty of seeing that there is no
deficiency in the reading in the choir and chapter-house, nor
amongst the incense bearers and deacons.
"For these duties, the sub-chancellor is to be paid the sum of
twenty shillings a year from the grammar-school endowment."
These statutes demonstrate quite clearly that the chancellor was
expected to teach the theological school, and the fact that a master
of arts was required for the grammar-school shows that the latter
was of some standing. It should be noted that the chancellor
appointed the masters to the grammar-schools of the diocese and
that in his work in the cathedral he was assisted by the sub-
chancellor. The statutes also detail the duties of the precentor and
indicate that by this time the song-school and the grammar-school
had become distinct establishments. The duties of the latter digni-
tary were parallel to those of the chancellor. The statutes laid down
that he was to appoint the master of the song-school, supervise all
matters pertaining to that school, and settle all disputes. The pre-
centor was responsible for the singing in the choir, and the vicars'
sub-chanter assisted him in the latter work. The actual choir
arrangements were in the hands of the vicars' sub-chanter, who kept
a roll of the choir-boys, made sure that they knew their parts, and
punished them when necessary (cum necesse fuerit, castigare). Like
the sub-chancellor, the sub-chanter received twenty shillings a year
from the song-school endowment.1
1 The results of recent research into the cathedral establishments are given in
the following study. K. Edwards, The English Secular Cathedrals in the Middle
Ages, University of Manchester Press, 1949. The office and duties of the
chancellor are discussed on pp. 180-7.
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